Thc Futncg De

T heideas in this T eachers Resource Pack can
be ac]aPtecl bg Primarg and sccondarg school
teachers to suit the needs of their schools,

classes and PuPils.

A studg of the Futncg chatcs would form an
excellent basis for the s’cuclg of | ocal History,

and offers cross-curricular oPPortunitics with

E_nglish, Geography, Art, R, and
Citizenship.

Background to the Futncq chatcs
After the first English Civil War of 1642-1646

Eng]and was in a state of confusion and uPhcava] never

exPcrienced before. Altl—xough Englancl had seen civil
war before, never in its historg had Figl‘rting gone to such
unimaginable lengths and concluded so dramatically. |n
1647 Farliament found themselves in an unprecedented
and very difficult situation. King Charles | was in prison
at Hampton Court Falace under the guar& of the army
and negotiations had begun with the intent to create a
new system of government, Proposa]s which the King
neither accepte& nor rcjec’ceci. [He was aware of the
factions growing within the army and planned to bide his
time, ]etting his enemy destroy itself.

The army was o{:great trouble to Farliament. ]t had been
crucial to Parliamentary victory, but now had gained a
confidence and political radicalism that threatened
anarchy. By October 1647, the army were disillusioned
with Parliament’s negotiations with the King, and felt that
their achievements in  battle had been grossly
underestimated. Tl"ICH were furious with Farliament’s
Plans to disband them or send them to Figl‘zt in Jreland
when tl‘leg had not been grantecl Paﬂment in arrears,
which amounted to about % million pounds, and had not

been guaranteed immunitg from Prosecution foracts
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committed cluring the war. With the growing influence of
the | eveller movement in the rank and file, the army had

Procluceci Politica] PamPHets cha”enging ancient

feudalism. One such PamPHet An Agr@cmcnt of the
Fcop/@ Promptecl the Futneg c{ebates, which began on
28t October 1647.

The Debates were a meeting of the General Council of

the Army which consisted of senior officers such as
Oliver Cromwell and Henry Jreton, as well as ‘agitators,
such as [ dward Sexby and Thomas Rainsborough,
who had been elected }39 thejunior officers and rank and
file to represent them. ] heir aim: to re-establish unity in
the army.

(e s T

The agitators wanted the right for all men to vote- an
entitlement Previouslg limited to the lanc{owning classes.
As landowners themselves the senior officers were not
comfortable with this cl'xa“enge to their authoritﬂ and so
the Debates became, at times, rather heated.

The Futney Debates were brought to an abrupt end
after onlﬂ afew days, when Kings Charles escaPecl from
Hampton (Court FPalace, triggering the second English
Civil War and ultimately his own trial and execution.
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chatc

Should children be made to wear school uniform?

% Have a class debate about whether school uniform

should be compulsory,

= Discuss as a class what the pros and cons of
uniform are

» Divide the class into two groups, one for
uniform the other against. As a group PuPils
prepare their argument for debate. T he groups
may decide theg want to elect rePresentative
leaders

= [ach side present their argument and debate
to follow. All pupils should be encouraged to
Participatc.

- Tnc class should trg to come a comPromise,
which suits both sides of the argument

- FuPils should evaluate their debate as a report
or through discussion, including any difficulties
they faced in finding compromise

V¢
The Word T urned uPsidc Down

T he turmoil of the Eng]ish Civil War brought about a

breakdown in censorship creating an oPPortunitg for

Political and re]igious radicals to Publish their oPinions
and beliefs. Thcse took the form of Pamphlets. Both
King and Parliament had needed the backing of men from
all sections of society and to gain their support,
Propaganc{a was essential. FamPHets were the ideal way
to sPread news and views to a wider audience quicklﬂ and
cffectively, much as newspaper do today. QQuite often
simple pictures were used on the covers of pamphlets to
satirise events but also it gave the illiterate access to

Political tninking.

Workshcct i:
Ain:

instabilit9 and confusion of the Perioci, whilst devcloping

For Pupi]s to gain an understanding of the

their skills of observation, interPrctation and emPathg‘

THE

Woorldturn’d upfidedown:

o R
A briefe defcription of the nidiculous Fathions
of thefe dultacted Times.

By T.].awell-wilter to King, Pacliamenkand Kingdom.

Courtcsg of Bridgeman Art Libraxy

The cover of a PamPHct }33 a man called John
Taglor. In 1647.

‘nonsense’ PamPHets and articles- satire on the

He erjogcc{ creating

times they were Iivfng.

lec purpose of Pamphlcts in i 7th Ccntury England

Fropagancla
T o stir up Political and re]igious tlwouglﬁts
T o inform the masses of your beliefs

e Jorouse Furg against your enemy
. To educate PCOPIG in Politics/religion
Activitg Crcating Propagancla

& FuPils Produce a short PamPHet cxpressing their

views about a sukject

Thcg will need to use Pcrsuasive writing, to
encourage other PuPils in their class/school
T!—)eg miglﬁt use simple Pictures to illustrate their
views so that the younger children who can’t read
very well will still understand

Theg might decide to take the oPPortunitg to
attack views held bg others
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Religion & Politics

Rc]igion in seventeenth century E_ng]and was at the

centre of every man, woman and child’s life. Pelief was
everything and those that didnt believe were damned.
With Henrg VIII's break from Rome in 15%0s the
Churc]—l of Eng]and was born, with the monarch now
acting as man’s access to (God. T he monarch was the
only person who could talk directly to (God and with the
assistance of royally appointed bishops and archbishops
controlled the church. Reform opened up a whole can of
worms, with pious, educated people questioning religious
hicrarchy and as a result many religious factions grew,
fragmenting the Church of [ ngland. By the 1640,
many religious groups had formed and others would
develoP through the events that would ensue.

Re]igion was intrinsic to evcrgthing, and different
factions l’zeavilg influenced the Politics of the Civil War
and its aftermath. Frotestantism as the Cl’zurch of
England was commonly referred to, had extremes. At
one end of the sPectrum were the Ang]icans. Ang]ican
doctrine was similar in many ways to (atholicism,
gocusing on the [T ucharist and using rcligious icons or

images to aid worshiP. T heir difference to Catholicism

was t‘ﬂat they believed tlﬁe monarch was t]’]é supreme

head of the church. The other extreme included T he
Fitth Monarchy Men who believed that Jesus would
return and a new age would begin, The Quakers who
believed that (God was available to all people and did not
need a Priest or mediator to access [im, and T he
Ranters who believed that if one was connected with
(God, that social convention was not necessary and that
angthing could be done with Spiritualjusthcication. The
latter group were Particular]g unorthodox, and were
considered offensive, using bad language, smoking,
drinking and having a preference to nudity. |n the middle
were the Puritans, who believed in Pictg and sobrietg‘
They sought to return the church to its carly purity and
create a 60(:”3 nation. |t was [uritans who had the
greatest influence éuring this Periocl— clominating
Farliament, and the army. But even the

Furitans were themselves divided. The Fresbyterians
sought uniformity in the church whilst T he |ndependents,

which dominated the army, believed in toleration and free

worshiP.

Worksheet 2:

&: For PuPils to gain some understanding of the
complicated religious and political beliefs at the time of
the Putney Debates, and their co dependence on each
other.

Discussion:
Q§< [Have a class discussion about religious belief in the
seventeenth century.
T alk about:
*  [How (God was at the centre of everyone’s life
*  [How the Church of [ ngland was divided
into different groups but they all believed in (God
»  The Civil\Warwas Fought in the name of both
religion and for Politics
You could compare the English Civil War with wars
going on in the world todag, discussing how many are

religious and Politica!.

! This is a sensitive sukject and some children may

sadlg have first hand expericnce of such issues.

0

Portraiture

Fortraiture was extreme|3 important in the past. Before

Photographg, and later film, introduced us to our national
and world lcaders, Portraits were our source of

information.

The Problem with this was that it was often the sitter
themselves or a suPPorter of the sitter, who had
commissioned the Portrait, and so People only got a
rePresentation of what that person wanted to Portrag.
T o the illiterate Popu!ation much could be learnt about
the sitter and this is where Propaganda came in to P|a3‘
ngbo]s that might be overlooked bg us toda3 would
have been obvious and extremelg imPortant to PCOPIC in
the seventeenth century. Fabrics,jewe]s, objccts and

bac‘(grounds all told them something about the sitter.
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King Charles | was particularly good at representing
himself in a positive light portraying himself as monarch,
warrior, gentleman and Familg man. A very short man,
Charles would often be shown to appear taller: on a
horse, stancling on I'n'gher grounc{ or standing next to his

even shorter wife.

King Charles ]
English School,
1660

Courtcsg of Cromwc”
Museum, Huntingdon

This Portrait of Charles was made, eleven years after his
execution and the year his eldest son, King Charles |,
was invited to take the throne of }_:_nglancl.

Activitg:
* Download this Painting from our website *

]nterpreting a Painting

& As a c!ass, interpret the Painting of Char!es ]
FromEts:

*  (Charles is shown standing with vertical columns
behind him, which make him look taller

* e is wearing black, the colour of mourning
reminding us that he is dead

= [is clothes are made from silk and lace, signhcging
status and wealth

- He wears the Orcler of the Garter, a sgmbol of
nobility and chivalry

. FuPils could discuss what they think the
significance of the background is- is the sun
setting symbolising the end of Charles’ life, or is
the sun rising through clouds making us think of a
new start with a new monarchg (under King
Charles |])

- Fupils could discuss what (Charles is inclicating
with his hand- is he pointing to himself and if so
whg? Ferhaps he’s meant to be lﬂolc{ing

N,

something?

Oliver Cromwell
QOliver Cromwell was the son of Robert Cromwell, MF
for f’iuntingclon, who was a wealth9 landowner. | he onlg
surviving son of 7 children Qliver was educated in the
local vi“age school and when he was 17 went to
Cambridge Um'versitg. [is father died when he was 18
so Oliver had to return home to look after his mother and

sisters.

As an adult, Oliver Cromwell became a FPuritan and he
allowed his religion to influence everything he did. e
became MF for [Huntingdon in 1628 and then for
Cambridgc in 1640.

In 1642 the [ nglish Civil War began, a most horrific and
bloody war. (Cromwell showed himself to be an able
military leader and was instrumental in beginning the New
Model Armﬂ, which eventua”g won the war for

Parliament.

Bg the time of the Futney Debates, Cromwe” was a
we”~resPectec| leader both in the army and in Farliament.

After the Debates, Oliver Cromwe” would go on to
encourage the exccution of King Charles |, and

Lord Frotector of Englancl,
Scotland and |reland, taking the office of King but not

eventua”g become

tl'\e crown.

Cromwell died in SCPtcmber 1658 and the monarclﬂy

was restored less than 2 years later.

lnvcstigation

Activitg:

. Fupils brainstorm ques’cions tl’xeg would like to ask
Olivcr Cromwe”

= Fupils research (Cromwell’s life trying to find the
answers to their qucstions.

= Recent Findings in a book or t!—lrouglﬁ hot seating.

Worlcsheet bR

Aim: For Pupils to interPret two different Portraits of
Oliver Cromwell and use sources to form oPinions of

what kind of man tl’weg think Cromwell was.

* Download these Paintings from our website *
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